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�Tri Viet International University 

Dr. Tran Thuong Tuan 

Our new FC member 
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The Tri Viet University Project aims to establish an international university in Ba Ria - Vung Tau 
(southern Viet Nam). Tri Viet University aspires to be the nation’s first “green” university, a quality 
private institution dedicated to public service.  

Additions to Founding Committee (FC):   
· Dr. Tran Thuong Tuan,   former Rector, Can Tho  
   University 
·  Mr. Nguyen Thanh Long, Chairman of the Board,  
  EXIMBANK; CEO, SJC 
Additions to our International Patronage Council:    

·  The Tri Viet University Project (TVU) is proud to wel-
come two new members to its International Patronage 
Council, Ms. Sue Boyd and Ms. Susan V. Berresford.  
Ms. Boyd is a former Ambassador of Australia to Viet 
Nam, member of the Senate at the University of Western 
Australia.  Ms. Berresford was until recently President of 
the Ford Foundation.  
Addition to our Vietnamese Patronage Council:    

·  Mr. Le Huy Luyen, former National Assembly Mem-
ber (11th term), former Director of Ba Ria - Vung Tau 
Education Department.� 
Additions to Academic Advisors: 

·  Dr. Pham Thi Ly and Dr. Vu Thi Phuong Anh have 
joined our group of academic advisors.  Dr. Ly is the Di-
rector of the Center for International Education, Cultural 
Exchange and Research at Ho Chi Minh City Pedagogical 
University, while Dr. Phuong Anh is the Deputy Director 
of the Center for Educational Testing and Quality Assess-
ment at Vietnam National University -Ho Chi Minh City. 

Addition to Communication and Promotion Advisors: 

·  Dr. Vu H. Pham, Partner at Spectrum Knowledge, Inc., 
a media and communication company, in Los Angeles 
(USA).� 

Mr. Nguyen Thanh Long 
Our new FC member 
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Campus Master plan 
TVU held a workshop on June 7-8, 2008 on 

guidelines for the Master Plan. Members of Tri 

Viet’s Advisory Board on Campus Development:  

Professor Volker Martin  (Germany), Ms. 

Kathrin Moore  (US) and Mr. Ngo Viet Nam 

Son (Canada) focused their presentations on 1) 

campus site opportunities in terms of natural and 

human surroundings, and accessibility;   2) site 

constraints and development challenges due to 

topographical/geological and climatic conditions;  3) alternative models 

of campus master plan.  Besides, Mr. Jalel Sager of the Viet Nam Green 

Building Council, Mr. Tran Quoc Trung, a “green” architect from San 

Francisco, and the Atlas+ Group (UK)  shared their knowledge and ex-

perience on green campus concept and technology.   

DEGW, a Paris-based Architecture and Design firm whose portfolio in-

cludes the master plan design of the Saigon High-Tech Park, has also re-

cently expressed interest in our project.��

“Soft Skills” Workshop 
In late June TVU sponsored two workshops in HCMC 

and Vung Tau on the subject of “Soft Skills”.  Con-

ducted by Dr. Vu Pham, Spectrum Knowledge, Inc. 

(California).  the workshops  received wide apprecia-

tion and laid the ground for similar activities. 

RIGOR, EFFICIENCY, SUSTAINABILITY — Tri Viet’s Motto in Governance 

Market survey  

  TVU recently received the 
final results of the qualitative 
and quantitative market sur-

vey conducted by Taylor 
Nelson Sofres (TNS) Viet-
nam PTE, LTD. Survey re-
sults are quite positive; of the 
more than 1000 students, par-
ents, employers and other 
stakeholders interviewed, 
more than half find the con-
cept of Tri Viet University 
highly attractive.  

Cadastral and Topographi-
cal mapping 

Cadastral and topographical 
mapping of the future home 
of our campus is now com-
plete in digital format. This 
work will be followed up by 
geological campus land sur-
vey, expectedly in the first 
half of 2009. 
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Lively discussion at the 
Master plan workshop 

Mr. Pham Vu  

Financial plan and Feasibility study 
 
TVU signed a contract with Secor, a Canadian cor-
poration, to develop the University’s business plan.  
Secor will also conduct studies into the feasibility 
of the University master plan and viability of the 
overall project.  Both studies are due before the end 
of the year.��

Contact with the Clinton Foundation’s Cli-
mate Change Initiative 
 
The Clinton Foundation ‘s country representative in 

Ha Noi, Mr. Benny Tran, expressed his organiza-
tion’s interest in TVU’s “green” aspirations and 
readiness in lending professional assistance.  
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·  “Friends Of Tri Viet”: 
A 
g r o u p 
of Viet-
namese 
C a n a -
d i a n 
friends 
in To-

ronto, Ms. Lan Nguyen, 
Dr. Dai Trang Nguyen, 
and Mr. Luong Tran, 

has recently taken the 
initiative to found the 
Friends of Tri Viet/
Canada, an overseas 
web-based network in 
support of TVU.  We 
thank them for this 
practical show of sup-
port and hope our 
friends elsewhere will 
join in the effort  
www.friendsoftriviet.com 

·  At a luncheon organized 

in Ho Chi Minh City on 

May 31 in her honor, 

Charlene Barchevsky, 

former U.S. Trade Repre-

sentative, expressed her 

support for TVU’s vision 

and offered to help TVU 

make contact with leading 

universities in the U.S.  
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·  In late March, the TVU team con-
ducted exploratory talks with the 
National University of Singapore 
(NUS), the Singapore Management 
University (SMU), the S.R.School 
of Int'l Studies (at the Nanyang 
University of Technology) and 
held discussions with faculty of the 
Lee Kwan Yew School of Public 
policy (NUS) on the broader issue 
of creating a top quality university 
in a country in transition.  

·   The Singapore visit was followed 
by a tour of twelve Australian and 
New Zealand higher education in-
stitutions and research institutes, 
where the team explored possibili-
ties of partnering in English- lan-
guage teaching, applied IT, com-
munication & design, finance & 
banking, and green campus master-
planning.  Vietnamese scholars and 
professionals residing in these 
countries as well as Vietnamese 

s t u d e n t s 
expressed 
great inter-
est in co-
operating 
with TVU 
in due 
time.  As a 
result of 
the visit, Dr. Chris Hawley from 
the Auckland University of Tech-
nology (AUT)  came to Viet Nam 
to discuss ways to partner-up in 
English-language teaching.  Prof. 
M. Abernathy, University of 
Melbourne, Dean of the Faculty of 
Economics & Finance, visited in 
July  and offered advisory assis-
tance. 

·   In May Ms. Ninh traveled to 
Japan to attend a Hoover Institu-
tion (Stanford University) confer-
ence.  She visited the Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation and the Toyota 

Corporation to explore possibili-
ties of support.  She also visited 
the Japanese Women’s Univer-
sity, KEIO University, Waseda 
University and Gai Kun Univer-
sity.  

·   On August 22 Ms. Ninh spoke 
in Kuala Lumpur on the subject 
of higher education in Viet Nam 
at a plenary on higher education 
in Asia organized by the Harvard 
Project for Asian and Interna-
tional Relations (HPAIR).  

 

·  Dr. Jonathan Warren from the 
University of Washington-Seattle 
came to visit as part of UW’s 
overall drive to reach out to Asia. 

·   Arizona State University 
made contact with TVU for the 
first time in early September.  A 
second meeting is planned  for 
October in Phoenix. 
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Ms. Dai Trang  
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· We are in the process 
of building a logo and 
a website. We hope to 
have them both up and 
running in early 2009. 

·    We have two new col-
laborators:  Mr. 
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·  In June, Ms. Ninh and 
Mr. Pham Nhu Ho 
toured a number of cities 
in the UK, France and 
the Netherlands to ex-
plore possible partner-
ship.  A joint research 
on quality assurance was 
discussed with the Insti-
tute of Education (IOE) 
under the University of 
London. The Institut Na-
tional Polytechnique de 
G r e n o b l e  ( IN P G -
France) pledged to help 
build academic pro-
grams and faculty  for 
TVU’s Energy and En-
vironment Department. 
The Institut d’Adminis-
tration des Entreprises 

ACADEMIC LINKAGES: EUROPE  

Upcoming Activities 

·  In October, Ms. Ninh 
will be a keynote speaker 
at the Princeton Univer-
sity 2008 Conference on 
Viet Nam and East Asia 
in a Global Context.  

·  Also in October, Ms. 
Ninh will speak on “The 
rise of Viet Nam and its 
impact on ASEAN” at the 
Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies (ISEAS) in 
Singapore.  

·  In late November, Ms. 
Ninh will participate in a 
round table discussion in 
Hanoi on the topic of gov-
ernance and management 
in higher education in 
Asia and Europe.  

·  In December TVU will 
participate in the organi-
zation of  a workshop on 
“Viet Nam-Belgium Co-
operation Beyond 2010” 
held under the auspices of 
the Embassy of Belgium 

(IAE) made a similar 
pledge. The Hotel School 
of the Hague (the Nether-
lands) and Vatel (France) 
showed interest in future 
cooperation.  The Nether-
lands Education Support 
Office (NESO) agreed to 
act as an intermediary be-
tween TVU and higher 
academic institutions in 
the Netherlands. Both 
NESO and Sasakawa  
have expressed  interest in 
the quality assurance pro-
ject with IOE. 

·  Also part of the European 
tour was Ms. Ninh’s par-
ticipation to the 2008 An-
nual Conference of the 
Academic Cooperation 
Association (ACA) in Tal-
linn (Estonia) which gath-
ered higher education pol-
icy-makers and focused on 
how European higher edu-
cation will and should de-
velop  in  the   coming  

decade (the 2020s).    

·  In the wake of the ACA 
Conference, TVU was 
invited by the UK online 
education publication In-
ternational Focus to pro-
vide an overview on 
higher education in Viet 
Nam and on opportuni-
ties for UK universities in 
Viet Nam (International 
Focus, August 13, 2008 
issue - Link).  

·  Viet Nam: TVU also 
participated in the annual 
Summer     Conference 
on Vietnamese Studies in 
Nha Trang, where this 
year’s themes were social 
development and equity.  
The team availed itself of 
the opportunities to or-
ganize a roundtable on 
how Vietnamese studies 
should be taught as a core 
subject to Vietnamese 
undergraduates.  

Nguy� n ��  D� ng,  in 
charge of TVU’s Master 
Plan; and Ms. Nguy� n 
Minh Lý ,   in charge of 
TVU’s campus land  
formalities and public 
affairs in Ba Ria-Vung 
Tau. 

·  We were happy to wel-
come two interns for the 
summer: a Junior from 
Hoa Sen University 
(HCMC) and a Senior 
from Princeton Univer-
sity (US). � 

 �  OFFICE NEWS 

Ms. Ninh & Mr. Ho with the  
Vice Chancellor of  

Oxford Brookes University 

Ms. Ninh & the Director of 
I.A.E (Grenoble, France) 
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